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February  Services 

 
 

Friday, February 3 

Kabbalat Shabbat service 
7:30 pm 

] 
Saturday, February 4 

Torah service 
9:00 am 

Dalet class Haftarah chanting 

9:30 am 
Oshins 50th anniversary 

Kiddush 
11:00 am 

] 
Friday, February 10 

Family service 
6:30 pm 
] 

Saturday, February 11 

Torah service 
9:00 am 

Jr. Cong. Led by Abby and Anna 

Weiskopf 
10:15 am  

] 
Friday, February 17 

Kabbalat Shabbat service 
7:30 pm 
] 

Saturday, February 18 

Torah service 
9:00 am 

] 
Friday, February 24 

Kabbalat Shabbat service 
7:30 pm 
] 

Saturday, February 25 

Torah service 
9:00 am 

] 
Friday, March 2 

Hadassah Shabbat service 
7:30 pm 
] 

Saturday, March 3 

Torah service 
9:00 am 

] 
 

Sharing thoughts with the Rabbi 

 

What is the most popular religion here in the USA? Is it one of the Protestant 

denominations, brought over from the old country with the pilgrims and 

pioneers? Is it Catholicism, whose ranks in the USA grow daily by the 

steady stream of devout believers coming from Latin America? Or is it 

perhaps Mormonism, the countryôs truly unique religion born in America? 

Guess again! If you said yes to any one of the above, try again. According to 

a study featured in American Grace: How Religion Divides and Unites Us, a 

book co-written by Harvard sociologists Robert D. Putnam and David E. 

Campbell, which asked a cross sample of 3,000 ordinary Americans to rank 

religions, the most popular faith in the US is, are you ready for this? 

Judaism!!! Yes, thatôs right, JUDAISM!!! 

 

ñWe asked everyone in the survey to say how they felt about Catholics and 

evangelicals and Jews and Mormons and Muslims, and so we were able to 

calculate a popularity ranking, so to speak, of different religions,ò Putnam 

told The Jerusalem Post. ñMost surprisingly, the most popular religion in 

America today among non-Jews is Judaism, followed closely by 

Catholicism. Fifty years ago, or 100 years ago, that almost certainly would 

not have been true.ò 

 

For the book the authors set out to find how American religiosity affected 

democracy and inter-communal relations. According to Putnam, a renowned 

Harvard University sociologist who in 2001 published the influential 

Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community, which 

presented his theory that America was losing its social capital, the new study 

confirmed that Americans are a deeply religious people.  

 

For instance, most Americans, around 90 percent, believe there is a heaven. 

ñAlthough somehow puzzlingly more Americans say they believe in heaven 

and not in life after death, so Iôm not quite sure what they believe in,ò 

Putnam said. It also showed that while religion can be harmful in many 

instances to democracy, as evidenced in Belfast and Beirut and elsewhere, in 

America, rather uniquely, it has had some positive effects. Now back to the 

surprising findings regarding Jews. What has brought about the surprising 

popularity of this historically persecuted people who, even in America, had it 

rough when they began arriving in masses in the late 19th century?  Putnam, 

who converted to Judaism when he married his wife, a Jew from Chicago, 

said the American public may have learned the lessons of the injustices 

wrought upon the Jewish people in the past.  

 

Continued on page 5 
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Shalom: 

 

A new year is upon us.  Our synagogue will continue 

to provide services and activities for our 

membership.  Participation by congregants is 

essential for our synagogue to be successful.  

Att endance at Friday evening and Saturday 

morning service is steadily increasing , thanks to 

our Rabbi and Flo. 

 

Our Menõs Club held a wonderful Veterans Day 

event.  Our Hebrew school continues to provide 

Jewish education to our children ð right through 

Bõnei Mitzvah.  In February the school will have 

two  special events (see Floõs column). 

 

Our Board of Directors, Sisterhood , and Menõs 

Club continue to work diligently to provide for the 

needs of our members.  

 

We are always available to help when it is needed.  

Please contact our Rabbi at 878 -6299 or Jackie in 

the shul office 371 -0608,  As always you can 

contact  me at 371-4946 or email me at  

lmiller102@nycap.rr.com., 

 

Les 
 

********************** *********************       

  
    

 

 

 

 

From the desk of 
 Morah Tziporah 

 
February is a short but busy month.... 

  
We're getting ready for Tu B'Shevat -  the Birthday of the 

Trees.   Please join us Sunday morning ,  February  5 th ,  fr om 

10:00 - 11:30 AM, for our annual  TU B'SHEVAT SEDER.    

Our children and their parents will joyfully participate in the 

Seder and eat all of the ritual fruits and drink the four  cups 

of wine.  We will also fulfill the mitzvah of planting seeds.  

We will be planting parsley seed s in the hope that the parsley 

will be ready to use at our Passover Seder.  

 

Sunday, February 12th  is our first annual MITZVAH 

MORNING.   On the program is Chris Grossman, who will tell  

us about her newly certified  service dog . Yes, her dog will be 

in Shul. 

 

Also, in conjunction with Hadassah, we will be stuffing and 

stitch ing dolls for children in local pediatric oncology wards.  

A big TODAH RABBAH to Susan Eichenbaum for doing the 

necessary sewing and preparation work on this project.  

 

The Reyut committee , under the direction of Judy Eisenberg 

and Carol Davis, requested 'get well' cards , which they will 

be sending out as necessary.  

 

It will be a busy morning.   Please come!! 

  

A big t hank you goes to Sisterhood for underwriting the cost 

of the groceries for bo th of the above events and for helping 

set up.  

 

Todah rabbah to our January Torah and Haftarah chanters  

Chris Grossman, Rob Schleifstein, Sandy Roth, Ellen Bechky , 

and Mark Silverman  

May you all continue to go from strength to strength.  

******************* *************************  

Please, please continue to bring your clean, empty soda 

bottles and cans [water bottles also] to room #4 for 

recycling and refunding.  The money will be used for ongoing 

Tzedakah projects.  

***************************************** ******  

If you are interested in chanting Torah or Haftarah during 

Shabbat Services or learning HOW  to chant, please contact 

FLO at 371 -4946 or by email at: 
flo@nycap.rr.com 

******************************************  
B'shalom, 

FLO Miller,  Director of Education 
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New Membersõ Corner  
 

This past year brought three new families to our 

synagogue. 

 

Stanley and Ellen Bechky joined the shul on August 14, 

2011.  Both Stanley and Ellen are retired.  Ellen has 

graciously added her beautiful voice to our choir.   

 
Steve Ostroff  joined the shul on September 11, 2011.  

Steve retired after 35 years as an interior decorator. You 

will find Steve at services most Friday nights.  Be sure to 

say ñhelloò when you see him. 

 

 
Mark and Melinda Teter joined us on October 9, 2011.  

Mark and Melinda have two sons, Luke, age 8, and 

Brendan, age 6.  Both Mark and Melinda are teachers in 

North Colonie. Melinda teaches kindergarten and Mark 

teaches 4
th
 grade.  Melinda is the new chairperson of our 

Interfaith Committee. 

 
 

The next time you see any of our new members, go up and 

introduce yourself.  

 

 
 

 
Our Temple Family  

 

Bobbe and Leonard Oshins 

February 4
th
  

50
th
 anniversary 

 

Sherry and Allan Gandler 

February 23
rd
  

43
rd
  anniversary 

 

 

 
MEN'S CLUB NEWS 

Shalom, 

 
It's been a while since I last wrote for the  Beth Shalom 

Bulletin, but if you haven't already heard, I have assumed 
the leadership of our incomparable Men's Club, and will be 

keeping you informed about our activities.  It will be nice 

to wear my "Prez" kippah again!!  
But first I would like to thank all the past leaders who 

have guided and reorganized the group so that it now 
exists as a hard working, viable part of the Congregational 

organization.  Khol hakavod! 

Thank you also to all who have renewed or become first -
time members, and to everyone else.  We are always 

looking for new members to become involved and active. 
Please contact me or the office for information.  

For now, I hope to establish our p hysical fitness program 
with a springtime landscaping project around our new 

storage room and updated Sukkah.  Other programs and 

activities will be established at upcoming Men's Club 
meetings, so watch for notices and please attend.  

 
Mark Silverman  

 

MEN'S CLUB WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE 
FOLLOWING CONTRIBUTIONS: 

 

 From Jeremy Morrison for ongoing 
programming. 
 

 From Stan Simkins in memory of his father   
Herbert Simkins. 
    

 

 

 



 
 

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH 
  

WHO IS A VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH?  
 

1.  éa person who consistently serves the 

congregation in big and small ways without any 

accolades.  

2. . . a person who considers Beth Sh alom an 

important part of her/his life.  
 

      
BERNIE GEIZER was the treasurer years ago when 

we still called the organization Brotherhood, and RAY 

FRANZONE is the current treasurer of what is now 

known as the Men's Club. In addition to handling the 

money and writing the checks, any time  tables and 

chairs need to be moved for an event,  help is needed 

to rebuild our SUKKAH, or the GENEZAH (secret 

storage room or attic) needs to be sorted and cleaned,  

both men can always be counted on to be there. They 

are our constant and universal "SCHLEPPERS" We 

thank them for their brains and brawn.   

                 
 

The volunteersô names will be printed in the bulletin 
monthly or bi -monthly.  If you have someone you 
would like to nominate, please forward the name to 
me at salfasso@nycap.rr.com  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

CONGREGATION BETH SHALOM 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

Presidentééééé.é...é.Les Miller                     371-4946 
VP Administrationé..éééSheila Alfasso              371-7059 
VP Membershipéé.é........Wayne Mondelblatt      630-5289 
VP Fundraisingééé.é......Lin Guinipero               280-3589 
Treasurerééééé..é.......Don Rubin                   877-7878 
Financial Secretaryéééé.Betsy Knorr 877-8957 
Recording Secretaryé......éChris Grossman          399-9159 
Past Presidentéééééé.Mark Silverman  371-0256 

 
                     BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Richard Jacobs      Doris Calderon        Arnold Elman                             
Rob Schleifstein     Dee Ann Coniglio    Joyce Savage 

 
                     BOARD OF ADVISORS 
                     Appointed Board members 

Menôs ClubééééééééééMark Silverman 
Cemeteryéééé.ééééé.é.Marty Lazarow 
Educationééééé     Liz Desbiens/Stacie Waters 
Houseéééééééé..ééé...Mark Silverman 
Interfaithééééééééééé.Melinda Teter 
Israeli Affairséé...éééé..é....BJ Rosenfeld 
Publicityééééééééééé..Marilyn Shapiro 
Reyutééé..éééééé.éé.. Judy Eisenberg 
Ritualéééééééééééé..Joyce and Mel Toub 
Sisterhood éééééé.ééé..  Linda Russell 
Social Actionéééééé..éééMichael Weitzman 
Web éééééé..éééééé..Chris Grossman 
COEJLéééééééé. . .éééLew Morrison 
ListservééééééééééééJackie Betters/Sandie Vipler 
Bulletinééééééééééé.Mark Silverman/Jackie Betters 
                                                          Contributing Editor: Betsy Knorr    

___________________________________________________                                      

OFFICE INFORMATION 
Rabbi office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday - Friday 

Synagogue office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Monday ï Friday 

Phone:  371-0608 

cbshalom@nycap.rr.com 

Secretary: Jackie Betters 

 

 

 

BULLETIN OF CONGREGATION BETH SHALOM 
Clifton Park, New York 

The Congregation Beth Shalom Bulletin 

is published monthly. 

The deadline for bulletin articles is 

the 15th of each month. 

Submit items to cbsbulletin@hotmail.com 
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Sharing thoughts with the Rabbi 

Continued from page 1 

 

ñThere was a lot of anti-Semitism in America during the 1930s and 1940s. We know this from surveys from the time. 

It was not as high as in Europe, but there still was a high level of anti-Semitism in America. If you look at the trend 

data year by year by the same measure that the Gallop poll has been doing for 70 years now there was a very sharp 

drop in expressed anti-Semitism in 1946.  Now, of course, you know why that happened. That was the revelation of 

the Holocaust, and the revelation of the Holocaust had the effect of completely delegitimizing anti-Semitism in 

America. It became much, much harder to say anti-Semitic things in public. I donôt mean to say peopleôs private 

beliefs changed instantly. But you can see in the data that younger Americans who came of age after that point in time 

were much less exposed to the virus of anti-Semitism because it was being suppressed, initially by political 

correctness, but it became hard to transmit that disease of anti-Semitism when you couldnôt talk about it publicly,ò  

said Professor Putnam. 

 

He also offers us a piece of anecdotal evidence to illustrate just how positively we Jews are allegedly viewed today in 

the United States.  According to the professor, people signing up for dating websites who say they are Jewish are 

more sought after than others. Could this trend be reversed? Could Jews somehow once again become the scapegoats 

of a governmental, economic, or military debacle of some sort?  Putnam doesnôt think so. Despite the US recession of 

the past few years, when it was feared some might turn against Jews, with many senior bankers who are Jewish 

considered pivotal to the downturn, most Americans still have a benign opinion of Jews. 

 

So, can we as American Jews finally let out a collective sigh of relief and take pride in what we have accomplished? 

Asked if he felt proud of his findings, as a member of the tribe, Putnam gave a nuanced response. ñNot pride so much 

as satisfaction,ò he said, ñbecause I think that despite our problems, they are different than those our predecessors had 

50 or 60 years ago, and I worry a little bit that if we continue to think that our worst problem is how non-Jews feel 

about us, that detracts from serious problems we as a community have.ò 

 

So, now that we know how popular we are in America, doesnôt that make you feel better about being a Jew? If so, 

I hope to see you, your family, and friends in Shul this month where together, as members of our wonderful Beth 

Shalom family, we can rejoice in the fact that we are members of the most popular faith in the United States (well, at 

least according to two renowned Harvard sociologists). 

 

Ellen and I will be on vacation Sunday, February 12 through Monday, February 20. I will be back in my Shul office 

on Tuesday morning, February 21.  

 

In the event of an emergency, please call Rabbi Beverly Magison, who will be covering for me, at 

366-9342 (cell) or 446-1829 (home). 

 

Shalom Uôvracha, 

Rabbi 

 
  

 

Rabbi Markowitz will not  deliver Sunday morning  

lectures during the month of February. He will  

resume his lecture series  on Sunday, March 4.  

  
 

 

 

  

  



 
 

 
 
                 

                                           YAHRZEITS FOR FEBRUARY 
Feb 2 Shevat   9 Marcella Lichter mother of Karen Hamerling 

 3   10 Mannie Lieberman father of Wendy Pyle 

 6   13 Sylvia Casper  mother of Rodd and Jessica Casper 

 7   14 Howard Kaufman husband of Eve Kaufman 

 8   15 Anna Bruskin  mother of Eve Kaufman 

    Edward Kronsburg father of Jackie Latino 

    Sadie Roth  mother of Barbara Philipson 

 10   17 Fayge Abramowitz mother of Joyce Savage 

    Debbie Crane  sister of Linda Gellman 

 12   19 Mark Wein  father of Irwin Wein 

 13   20 Rebecca Zurofsky grandmother of Robin Denault 

 16   23 Ben Davis  father of Carol Davis 

    Louis Lowenberg uncle of Robert Lowenberg 

 17   24 Esther Miller  mother of James Miller and  

          Deena Porter 

    Solomon Shapiro grandfather of Michael Kupferman 

 18   25 Max Gilman  father of Marcie Franzone 

    Irving Rubin  father of Donald Rubin 

 20   27 Hy Miltz  father of Debby Marshall 

    Bertha Tornow  aunt of Bertha Berman 

 21   28 Edith Kohan  mother of Carol Kohan and 

mother- in- law of Colleen Kohan Silverman 

    Barbara Rubin  first wife of Donald Rubin 

 22   29 Louis Ressler  father of Lorraine Siegel 

 23   30 Abraham Elman father of Arnold Elman 

    Ida Lazarow  mother of Martin Lazarow and 

          Lynne Margolius 

    Anna Wallenstein grandmother of Judie Nauman 

 26 Adar   3 Chaim Bruskin  father of Eve Kaufman 

 27   4 Sarah Applebaum mother of Marilyn Silberstein 

 29   6 Bessie Gaies  grandmother of Howard Vipler 

 
   

  

 
 
 

 

 

Be sure to read your bulletin each 

month to see who our next volunteer 

of the month  will be .  
 

 
 

             

 



 
 

CLIFTON PARK 
PODIATRY 

 

Richard C. Berkowitz, 
DPM, FACFAS 

 

Medical and Surgical Care 
of the Foot 

1673 Route 9 
Halfmoon, NY 518-383-3338 

 

HALFMOON MOBIL 
Courteous, Quick and 

Clean 
 

Route 9 and Sitterly Road 
 (across from Hewittôs) 

 
Clifton Park, NY 

 
Locally Owned and Operated 

MARTIN S. LAZAROW 
Attorney at Law < Certified Public Accountant 

Real Estate Closings, Taxes and Accounting 
Tax Free Realty Exchanges 

Corporate< Business <LLC<Partnership 
FORMER TOWN JUSTICE 

 

313 Ushers Road 
Ballston Lake, NY  12019 

518-877-9250 
 
 
 
 

 

Congregation  

Beth Shalomõs  

Tree of Life  

 
 

 

PREMIERE 
TRANSPORTATION 

GROUP 

   

Congregants and inter ested 

public may celebrate a 

mitzvah (happy occasion) or 

commemorate a memory by 

purchasing one or more of 

the following:  

 

Leaves ð $180  

Acorns ð $500  

Stones ð $1500  

 
For further information regarding 

purchasing a leaf, acorn, or stone 

for the Tree of Life , please contact 

Jackie at 371 -0608   

     Remember that special date with 

either a leaf or an acorn 

or even a stone  on our 

Tree of Life 

 

David J. Brown, President 
 

456 North Pearl Street 
Albany, NY  12204 

518-459-6123 
 

Professionally Chauffeur-driven  
Sedans, Limousines, 

              Vans, and Coaches 
 

 

***************************************************************************************  

 

  

We cordially invite our Congregation Beth Shalom family to join us in celebrating the 

50 th  Wedding Anniversary of B obbe and Lenny Oshins on February 4, 2012.  There will 

be a Kiddush luncheon sponsored by th em in their honor following services.  

Cindy, Alan, Justin & Jonathan Barnett  
 



 
 

PURIM COMMUNITY FESTIVAL    
SUNDAY, MARCH 4, 2012                 

10:30 A.M. ð 1:00 P.M.  

Kick- off Costume Parade at 10:30 a.m.  
Robert & Dorothy Ludwig Schenectady JCC  

2565 Balltow n Road, Niskayuna  

377 - 8803, www.schenectadyjcc.org             

Everyone will receive 3 free carnival tickets!!!  

Come in costume = 1 free ticket  

Bring in canned good = 1 free ticket  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Greetings from Sisterhood! 

 

Thank you to everyone who shopped, chopped, mixed, 

fried, tasted, set up, cleaned up, attended, partook of, and/or 

enjoyed the Annual Sisterhood Hanukkah Latke Dinner.  

We love hosting events that bring people together in the 

synagogue.  

 

Now it is time to look forward to Hamentaschen time!  

Purim will be here before we know it, so we are gearing up 

to bake yummy Hamentaschen.  Keep your eye out for 

baking dates and order forms. 

 

Our Winter Shmooze and Book Swap was as much fun as 

August's Summertime Tea and Book Swap Social.  We plan 

to hold more of these.  What can be better than getting 

together with interesting women, noshing on good food, and 

coming home with an exciting new book? 

 
Don't forget - the Gift Shop is overflowing with reasonably 

priced treasures.  Just call Lin Guinipero to place an order 

or make a purchase. 

 

Our February Sisterhood meeting will be on Sunday, 

February 12th at 11:15 AM at the synagogue.  We hope to 

see a lot of familiar faces, and some new faces as well. 

 
Stay warm!  

  
Linda Russell 
President of Sisterhood 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  
 

Feb      2 Preston Miller 

            3 Jonathan Barnett 

Ray Franzone 

            4 Emma Ehrlich 

            5 Karen Baum 

            8 Jeremy Morrison 

Mark Schimelman 

            10 Barbara Bergman 

Harriet Brown 

Matthew Cino 

            13 Linda Guinipero 

            15 Rachel Sangaline 

Shaina Smith 

Jonathan Waters 

            17 Leonard Oshins 

            18 Robert Lowenberg 

            19 A.J. Landau 

            20 Robert Berg 

Max Blain 

Beth Goldman 

            21 Jeffrey Knorr 

Benjamin Russell 

Sarah Weiskopf 

            23 Karen Berg 

            25 Sophie Sheffer 

Karen Stern 

            26 Louise Koenig 

            27 Ilyssa Pearlman 

Wendy Pearlman 

            28 Stanley Bechky 

            29 Arthur Lowenthal 

  

              


